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SUBJECT: ALESSANDRO PERTINI, SEVENTH PRESIDENT OF ITALY 

1 . ALESSANDRO PERTINI, ELECTED ON JULY 8 AS ITALY'S SEVENTH 
PRESIDENT, IS A MAN WITH AN ADMIRABLE PAST, IMPECCABLE MORAL 
STANDARDS AND UNSHAKABLE LIBERAL IDEALS. HE IS ALSO HIGHLY 
EMOTIONAL, STUBBORN. POLITICALLY NARROW-MINDED, AND POORLY 
INFORMED ON WORLD AFFAIRS. HE HAS A RECORD OF UNFRIENDLI- 
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NESS TO THE UNITED STATES AND OF HOSTILITY TO THE SOVIET 
UNION. HIS INTELLECT IS ALREADY AFFECTED BY ADVANCING AGE. 

NO ONE IS QUOTE CERTAIN HOW HE WILL ACT AS PRESIDENT. 

2. TO GIVE A PRELIMINARY IMPRESSION OF THE MAN, WE 

ARE SUBMITTING IN THE FIVE SUBSEQUENT TELEGRAMS THE IN- 
FORMATION AND JUDGEMENTS REGARDING PERTINI WHICH WE 
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HAVE GATHERED IN THE PAST WEEK: 

- PERTINI: HIS RECORD SETS OUT THE ESSENTIAL FACTS OF 
PERTINI'S LIFE. 

- PERTINI: THE MANA SUMMARIZES PERTINI'S OUTSTANDING 
TRAITS OF CHARACTER. HIS LIMITATIONS AND HIS PRIVATE 
INTERESTS. 

- PERTINI: THE POLITICIAN DESCRIBES PERTINI'S POLITICAL 
VIEWS. HIS TROUBLED RELATIONS WITH HIS OWN PARTY AND HIS 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE COMMUNIST PARTY. IN THE CASE OF THE PCI, 

IT IS CLEAR THAT DESPITE HIS CLOSENESS TO CERTAIN COMMUNIST 
LEADERS, PERTINI IS DISTANT FROM THE PARTY. 

- PERTINI: THE FOREIGN POLICY IDEALIST DESCRIBES PERTINI’S 
CONTINUING CONCERN FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND HIS DIMINISHING 
NEUTRALISM. IT POINTS OUT THAT PERTINI HAS BEEN UNFRIENDLY TO 
THE UNITED STATES IN THE PAST. PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF HIS 
BELIEF THAT THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS RIGHT-WING GOVERNMENTS 
AND AS A RESULT OF AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN VIETNAM. IT CITES 
PERTINI'S HOSTILITY TOWARD THE SOVIET UNION, BOTH BECAUSE OF ITS 

POLITICAL SYSTEM AND ITS FOREIGN POLICY. 

- PERTINI: THE PRESIDENT DISCUSSES HOW PERTINI MAY CONDUCT 
HIMSELF IN OFFICE. 


3. 
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3. THE MATERIAL AND ASSESSMENT IN THESE FIVE TELEGRAMS 
ARE BASED PRIMARILY ON EMBASSY CONTACTS, SUPPLEMENTED 
BY PRESS REPORTS AND A LONG INTERVIEW OF PERTINI BY 
ORIANA FAT. T. ACT IN L’EUROPEO ON DECEMBER 27, 1973. THE 
FALL ACT INTERVIEW HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY A LIFE-LONG 
FRIEND OF PERTINI AS CONVEYING A GENERALLY BALANCED AND 
ACCURATE VIEW OF PERTINI'S OUTLOOK. IT DESERVES MENTION 
THAT TWO SENTENCES IN PRESIDENT PERTINI'S INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS-THOSE ABOUT LIBERTY- ARE NEARLY VERBATIM THE 
SAME AS THOSE IN THE FALLACI INTERVIEW. 

4. PERTINI ENTERS OFFICE AT A TIME OF UNPRECEDENTED 
UNCERTAINTY AND DELICACY IN ITALIAN POLITICS. THE 
PRESIDENCY IS ONE WHOSE POWERS AND INFLUENCE ARE NOT 
ENTIRELY CLEAR. BOTH THE INSTITUTION AND THE MAN 

MAY FIND THEMSELVES TESTED TO THE UTMOST IN THE COMING 
SEVEN YEARS. GARDNER 
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